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10 CHAPTER ONE

become a greater surgeon than Hunter, a finer obstetrician
than Simpson, a better. healer than Lister, but unless you
acquire a touch of smooth lordliness or easy-going humour
no patient will trust you, other docton will shun you.
Don't scom a polite appearance because many fools, snobs
and scoundrels have that. If you cannot afford a good coat
from a good tailor, search for one that fits you among
forfeited pledges in the better pawnshops. Sleep with your
trousers neady folded between wvo boards under your
mattress. If you cannot change your linen every- day at least
contrive to attach a freshly starched collar to your shirt.
Attend conversaziones and smoking-concerts arranged by
the class you are studying to join-you will not find us a
bad set of people, and will gradually fit in by a process of
instinctive imitation. "
I told him my money could pay for no more than my fees,
books, instruments and keep.
"I knew that was your trouble!" cried he triumphantly.
"But our senate handles bequests for deserving cases like
yours. Most of the grants go to divinity students but why
should science be excluded? I think we can arange to give
you at least the price of a new suit, if you approach us in
the right way and I put in a word. What do you say? Shall
we attempt it?"
Had he said-"I think you are entitled to a bursary, this is

how to apply, and I will be your reGree"-had he said
that I could have thanked him; but he lolled back in his
chair, hands clasped on bulging waistcoat, simpering up at
me (for I had not been invited to sit) with such a sweet
coy smug smile that I pocketed my fists to avoid punching
his teeth. lnstead I told him I came from a part of
Galloway where folk disliked begging for charity, but since
he had a high opinion of my talents we could arrange to
profit us both. I suggested he lend me a hundred pounds,
for which I would repay seven and a hdf per cent on the
annivenary of the loan until my fifth year as general
practitioner or third as professional consultant, when I
would refund the original lump and add a twenty pound
bonus. He gaped, so I added swiftly, "Of course I will be

MAKING ME

bankrupt if I Ail to graduate, or get struck
Register, but I think I am a safe in-vestment
think? Shall we try it?"
"You are joking?" he murmured, staring ar
lips. t'witching with the beginnings of , ,-il. 1

to. imitate.. Being_too- angry to grin at the jol
said good-bye and left.

There was perhaps a connecrion between
and an envelope addressed in an unknos,n
came through the post a week later. It conr
pound banknote, most of which I spent on
microscope, the rest on shirts and collan. I c

an indige
improven
elling me
them. Gt

yT th: only one I talked wrth as an equal b
believe) we were the rwo most inteiLig..rt ,.

people atrached ro the Glasgow medicai
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Making
Godwin Baxter

T KNEW HIM BY SIGHT FOR 'IHREE TE,RMS
I before we ext'hungcd a rvord.

A private workspace had been rnade in a corner of the
dissecting-roorn by taking a door off a cupboald and
installing a bench. Baxter usually sat there, preparing and
examining slide sections and making rapid notes, and here
his big face, stout bod1, and thick limbs gave him a

dwarfish look. Sometirnes he ran out to raid the tank of
disinfectant where brains were heaped like cauliflott ers, and
as he passed other people you sa\ / he was a whole head
taller than most, but he kept as far from others as possible,
being desperately shy. Despite the ogreish body he had the
wide hopeful eyes, snub nose and mournful mouth of an
anxious infant, rvith a brow cormgated by three deep
perrnanent wrinkles. In the monring his coarse brown hair
was oiled and combed flat on each side of a centre parting,
but as the day wore on spiky tufts of it rose behind his ears,

and by mid afternoon his scalp was as shaggy as a bear's pelt.
His clothes were of expensive grey cloth, quietly fashionable
and beautifully tailored to make his odd figure appear as

conventional as possible, yet I felt he would look more
natural in the b"gg-y pants and turban of a pantornime Turk.

DWIN BAXTE
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16 CHAPTER TWO

munnuring began that swelled into bunts of laughter. Next
day tn acquaintance told me, "I'm sorry we laughed
McCandless, but to hear you steadily quoting Comte and
Huxley and Haeckel in your broad Border dialect was like
hearing the Queen opening Parliament in the voice of a

Cockney costermonger."
While speaking I did not know what so gready amused folk
and glanced curiously over my clothing to see if it was
unfastened. The laughter grew deafening. However, I
finished what I had to say then walked out through an audi-
ence that not only guffawed but started to clap and stamp. As
I reached the door a piercing sound brought me to a stop and
stnrck silence into everyone else. Godwin Baxter was
speaking from the grll..y. In a shrill drawl (yet every word
was distinct) he demonstrated how each of the platform
speaken had used arguments that undermined all they aimed
to prove. He ended by saying " -And 

those on the platform
are the chosen few! The response to the last speaker's sensible
argument shows the mental quality of the mass."
I said, "Thank you, Baxter," and left.

A fortnight later I was taking a Sunday stroll along the
Cathkin Braes when I saw what seemed a two-year-old
child with a tiny puppy approaching from the Cambuslang
side. fu it neared I recognized Baxter accompanied by a

huge Newfoundland dog. We stopped to exchange a Gw
words, found we enjoyed long tramps, and without
discussing the matter turned sideways and descended to the
river, returning to Glasgow by the quiet path on the
Rutherglen bank. A day earlier we had been the only
memben of the medical faculty to attend a lecture by Clerk
Maxrvell, and both thought it odd that students who must
one day diagnose diseases of the eye cared nothing for the
physical nature of light. Godwin said, "Medicine is as much
an art as a science, but our science should be as broadly
based as possible. Clerk Maxwell and Sir'William Thomson
are discovering the living quick of what illuminates our
brains and thrills along our neryes. The medical faculty
overestimate morbid anatomy."

MAKING GODWIN BAXTER
"But you-spend days in the dissecting-room."

.l "qr:filing on some of Sir Colinis technrqi
"Sir Colin?"
''My famous progenitor."
''Did you never call him father?,,

rve cultivate is seldom more than a cheap .
make our patients as passive as the co{pses \\
But a portrait painter does not learn his ar,
iaven of vamish from a Rembrandt. then ,,
r:npasto, :{issolving the ground and finallr.
tibres of the canvas"'"l agree," said I, "that medicine is as nruc.
,crence. But surely we come to the art in o.-.
'.i-hen we enter the hosprtals?"

iad nothing to do wth hospirals. He operarec
house in winter, our country house in sur.,,-
;ssisied him. He was a ,-..:T;;T:ri:-::

: fflTi:'ff,'L';,
! ck-coats had kr-
:atlents, a year, so went on using them. Thr..
Semrnelweis mad, he committed suicide rhr,_.u
rroadcast the truth. Sir Colin was more :
Semmelweis. He kept unorthodox discovenes :,'Please remember," I told him, ,,that our ll'reen improved since then."
''They have indeed-thanks to good nunrng
rre now the truest practitioners of the heahnl
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18 CHAPTER TVO
Scottish, Welsh and English doctor and surgeon dropped
suddenly dead, eighty per cent of those admitted to our
hospitals would recover if the nuning continued."
I remembered that Baxter was barred from hospital practice
outside the poorest sort of charity clinic, which explained
his bitterness toward the profession. However, before
parting we arrenged to go a walk on the following Sunday.

Our Sunday walks became a habit, though we still
ignored each other in the dissecting-room, and avoided
srolls through busy places. 'We both shrank from being
stared at by others, and any companion of Baxter also
became an object of curiosity. 'We were often quiet
together as I could not help wincing sometimes at the
sound of his voice. When this happened he would smile
and fall silent. Hdf an hour -ight pass before I could prod
him into sayrng more but I alwap did prod him. His voice
was repulsive but his words higlrly interesting. One day I
put plugs of cotton-wool in my ears before meeting him
and found this let me listen with hardly any pain at all. I
heard of his queer education on an autumn afternoon when
we nearly lost our way in a network of small paths through
the woods between Campsie and Torrance.

I had introduced the topic by speaking of my own
childhood. Said he with a sigh, "I entered the world
through Sir Colin's dealings with a nurse many yean before
Miss Nightingale made nuning the good part of British
medicine. At that time a conscientious surgeon had to train
his own nuning staff. Sir Colin trained one to be his
anaesthetist, and worked so closely with her that they
managed to produce me, before she died. I have no
memory of her. There is nothing she owned in our houses.
Sir Colin never spoke of her except once in my teens,
when he said she was the cleverest, most teachable woman
he knew. That must have affracted him, for he had no
interest in female beaury. He had very little interest in
people, except as surgical cases. As I was educated at home,
and saw no other families, and never played with other

MAKING GODY/IN BAXTER
children, I was fwelve before I learned
mothers do. I knew the difference between
nurses, and thought mothers an inferior kind
specirli26d in small people. I thought I had
one because I was big from the start-.,'
'B_ut surely you read the begat chapter in Gene
No. Sir Colin taught me liimself you see, an

u-hat interested him. He was a sivere rarior
trcrion, history, philosophy and the Bible s

;ionsense-'unprovable blethen,, he called the''What did he teach you?"

-\actness. "
-But did you never ask him where you or_
:omi
'Yes, and he answered by bringing out dia4.

:-rorbid specimens and giving me another iesr
',,.'as made. I enjoyed these lessons. Thev r.
.imrre my internal organization. This preseF
:-spect when I learned how most people ti
.:pearance. "
'-\ sad childhood-worse than mine.',
I disagree. Nobody was cruel to me and I

=:.rinal warmth and affection I needed frorn
::g:. He always had several of them."

by watching cocks :.:

Pp?1'
bitches. Sir Cohn u

:.:-\' teens before teaching me exactly hos- .
=:nale body differs from the male. As usuai :i

: .-ough-diagrams, models and morbid speclriri
.-.. n-ould arrange a practical experimenr rl-^:.

--.:rq specimen if curiosiry inclined me rh.:
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